
A strong belief in the learning  
capacity of young Indigenous  
Australians led Dr Chris Sarra  
to look at ways to empower  
educators to lead more effectively. 

	 As Principal of Cherbourg State 
School, and now as Director of the 
Indigenous Education Research 
Institute in Queensland, Chris has 
established a number of successful 
programs that challenge attitudes, 
beliefs and teaching practices. These 
new approaches have been widely 
welcomed, resulting in some  
very significant improvements  
in education outcomes for  
Indigenous children.

	 Chris’ programs have provided 
positive results, firstly from in-school 
programs at the Cherbourg State 
School, then the Stronger, Smarter 
Leadership Programs he established 
with the goal of improved and 
effective principal, teacher and 
community leadership.

	 In 2006 a speaking series  
based on the Stronger, Smarter  
Leadership Program was launched. 
This Program shared with educators 
nationally how they can play a 
part in transforming the lives of 
Indigenous children. The Program 
used the many changes at  
Cherbourg State School as an  
example of ways to improve  
attendance, literacy and numeracy.

	 “The Stronger, Smarter Program 
was about building better leaders 
who want to make changes. It’s 
been really exciting to watch change 
start to happen. People need to  
be inspired — it can be a lonely  
experience trying to create better 
outcomes in isolation. This Program 
gives participants the support, 
knowledge and capacity to 
achieve,” Chris said. 

	 The success of the speaking series 
showed that more than one leader is 
needed to help to make significant 
change in Indigenous education.
A broader range of leaders, such  
as parents, teachers’ aids and  
community elders, are ideally  
required. With this knowledge,  

the Stronger, Smarter Realities Project 
was born. Recognising the value of 
the project, the Telstra Foundation, 
along with the Sidney Myer Fund, 
provided invaluable funding.

	 “I can’t describe how grateful I am 
for the Telstra Foundation’s vision and 
belief in Aboriginal children. It shows 
how thoughtful they are in funding 
this project. They recognised  
something worthwhile and  
went for it.” 

	 “Stronger, Smarter Realities is 
a three-year project that engages 
school leaders and key supporters 
from schools with high Indigenous 
student numbers in targeted courses 
to learn how to create change that 
will lead to improved outcomes for 
Indigenous children. Up to 240 schools 
will participate in the project.”

	 “Our courses are geared to 
principals, teachers and community 
leaders and offer them specific 
support material, as well as helping 
to establish networks of contacts 
to assist them over time.” 

	 “The Principal of one school,
recognised for student achievements 
in sport, attended the Program with 
a goal of engaging students in more 
diverse ways. They do that now,” 
Chris said.

	 “Another participant said he had 
felt like a ‘dinosaur’ in his approach, 
but was determined to go back and 
re-think. It is a powerful thing to be 
a part of this type of change.”

	 “As a result of our work, kids are 
increasingly proud to be Aborigines. 
They are willing to attend school more 
regularly and have better results.”

	 Over three years of the Program 
Chris expects a dramatic shift in 
Indigenous education.

	 “Ultimately, a lot of Aboriginal 
children will have the Telstra 
Foundation to thank,” he said.

For more information go to 
www.strongersmarter.eq.edu.au.

With popular music dominating 
the musical interests of many  
children, 4MBS’s Kids’ Classics  
is offering a fresh new approach  
to the art form. 

	 Developed by Gary Thorpe, 
General Manager at the Music 
Broadcasting Society of Queensland’s 
community radio station 4MBS 
ClassicFM, the Kids’ Classics online 
music program and radio course 
encourages underachieving, gifted 
and talented children to expand 
their musical tastes. It invites them 
to engage in music in a new way 
and enhance their taste in music.

	 “Our goal was to create a program 
that would engage children in  
different types of music and open 
their eyes to a broader type of  
‘culture’,” Gary said.

	 “With Kids’ Classics we aim 
to open doors to exploring not just 
classical music but also a range of 
other art forms.”

	 Since its inception, the Kids’ 
Classics radio course has grown from 
a popular option for 12 to 16 year-olds 
in the radio station’s Summer School, 
to four programs a year tailored to 
children aged from five years.

	 Kids’ Classics incorporates courses 
and workshops in the history of 
development of radio and classical 
music, how to script a radio program, 
voice production techniques and 
production studio sessions. 

	 In the last year, with support from 
the Telstra Foundation, Kids’ Classics 
has grown markedly, developing 
a new online component to reach 
children in remote and rural  
communities. Through the website, 
which will be launched in August 
2007, an interactive web-based Kids’ 
Classics course is now offered  
to underachieving gifted and  
talented children in country  
areas who are interested in  
classical music. 

Mirroring the original course, 
the program provides children 
the opportunity to interact within 
a special environment rich in  
intellectual resources, and with  
opportunities to express themselves 
through their interest in music. The 
innovative project offers a way  
of overcoming the isolation and  
accessibility issues faced by  
children in rural and regional areas.

	 Once the website is fully  
operational, Kids’ Classics will  
expand to six courses each year.

	 Gary is delighted with the results. 
“We would probably not have had 
the impetus to take the next steps in 
growing Kids’ Classics had it not been 
for the $14,000 provided by the 
Telstra Foundation.” 

	 “This recognition has been
welcomed and provided us with 
a valuable confidence boost.”

	 “We are pleased to now be at  
a point where we can look to refine 
the online component, and look to 
expand further through associations 
with other community programs and 
organisations such as the Brisbane 
City Council,” Gary said. 

For more information  
on Kids’ Classics, go to 
www.4mbsclassicfm.com.au.

Celebrating youth and youth  
culture, Croc Festival is a positive  
community experience designed 
to inspire young Australians in  
remote areas to ‘have a go’ and 
improve their education, health 
and career prospects. It is a  
celebration of hope and potential, 
and is proof of the power of  
encouragement. 

	 Croc Festival is a national program 
that aims to motivate and inspire 
young students to attend school 
regularly, work toward a goal, and 
live healthy, proactive lives without 
tobacco, alcohol and other drugs. 
By the end of 2007 it expects to have 
reached 100,000 students.

	 In its tenth year, Croc Festival 
sought additional funding to support 
three new initiatives targeted to 
improving educational outcomes in 
the Aurukun community, a remote 
Indigenous community located near 
the western coast of the Cape York 
Peninsula in far north Queensland. 

	 These initiatives included a 
program to encourage students  
to attend school each and every 
day by offering an incentive  
of attending, and performing  
at, the Thursday Island Croc  
Festival. This was supplemented 
by a seven-week course in new 
media and production skills that 
could then be used as part of a  
performance at the Croc Festival. 

	 The third arm of the project was 
to document the process, videoing 
the students’ involvement, the  
successful students’ trip to the Croc 
Festival and their experiences as 
part of this event. The documentary 
is planned for television release.

	 According to Peter Sjoquist,  
Croc Festival Executive Producer, 
the Telstra Foundation really listened. 
“They came with us, with our vision. 
They saw the potential of our project 
and were willing to support us in our 
plans,” Peter said.

Indigenous Education  
Research Institute  
— Stronger, Smarter Realities

Kids’ Classics online  
music program and  
radio course

Croc Festival  
— Aurukun Experience



“The Foundation team were able 
to see the benefits of using arts and 
sports to build self esteem among 
children and backed this up with 
their financial support of $325,000.” 
The feedback received proves the 
positive impact of the project.

	 Head of Campus at the Aurukun 
Primary School, Richard Barrie said, 
“The chance to participate in an 
event of this type provides…many 
benefits such as increasing literacy, 
socialisation, travel out of the home 
community… imagination and as an 
end result, hopefully increase their 
enjoyment of school and encourage 
them to attend more regularly.”

	 “This will continue to be a  
highlight…to be very proud of 
throughout their lives,” Richard said.

For more information, and to view 
one of the videos the students wrote, 
directed, shot, starred in and edited, 
go to www.crocfestival.org.au. 

Investigating edutainment for 
‘digital natives’ was the focus of the 
creative research project by Renato 
Schibeci, associate professor in 
science education at Murdoch 
University in Western Australia. 

	 The research aimed to explore 
the use of mobile phone technology 
in numeracy education for gifted 
and talented Indigenous children.

	 In formulating the research,  
Renato acknowledged the  
prevalence of mobile phones  
in contemporary life, the level  
of familiarity children have with  
technology, as ‘digital natives’, 
and children’s high level of  
interest in electronic games.

	 This research project is particularly 
innovative as it uses technology  
that students are familiar with to  
complement traditional school 
learning and teaching methods. 

	 “Traditional school learning is 
characterised by memorising, where 
a teacher dominates and students’ 
activity is largely limited to answering 
questions. Mobile phone technology 
is a new approach, engaging 
students, using the methods they 
most enjoy, while still within  
traditional school settings.”

	 While a lot of research has been 
done into how effective computer 
games are, there has been little 
research into how effective mobile 
phone technology is in the education 
of primary school children. 

	 “Electronic games producers know 
how to get children’s attention  
and how to keep them involved.  
Educators can learn a lot about 
this process of engaging and  
educating children, while keeping 
them entertained,” Renato said.

Renato’s project explored the use  
of interactive edutainment products 
— entertaining educational  
interactive computer-based software 
products — as a way of stimulating 
interest and improving numeracy 
knowledge and skills. The project 
involved a review of children’s  
attitudes to technology and  
mathematics, adaptation of two 
numeracy games relevant to the 
WA mathematics curriculum and 
development of the numeracy  
enrichment program that was piloted 
using mobile phones as hand-held 
computers. The phones were  
provided to groups of gifted and 
talented primary school students in 
one school and Indigenous primary 
school students in a second school, 
with their responses evaluated 
over ten weeks.

	 “The results were very positive. 
The students took to the phones like 
ducks to water and provided some 
very useful feedback, not just about 
the games provided, but also about 
how mobile phones may be used as 
educational tools in other areas as 
well,” Renato said.

	 The $40,000 provided by the 
Telstra Foundation allowed Renato 
to employ a research assistant, 
purchase and adapt software, and 
purchase the mobile phones used 
in testing. It is only with this support 
that the project was able to happen.

	 “The study allows us to state, with 
a high degree of confidence, that 
the mobile phone platform has 
a significant potential to engage 
students, and to identify some of the 
factors that engage students.”

	 “Our next step is to persuade 
schools to use mobile phones in 
a regular environment during the 
school day. We’re also currently 
looking at working with other 
organisations to trial the platform 
further,” Renato said. 

For more information contact  
r.schibeci@murdoch.edu.au.

Assessing the feasibility of an  
online health screening service for  
Indigenous communities was the 
goal of an innovative, three-year 
research project proposed by the 
University of Queensland’s Centre 
for Online Health, at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital in Queensland.

	 The research project follows 
earlier success using telehealth  
to assess ill children in remote  
and rural communities. This new 
approach enables local health 
workers to collect information  
such as a clinical history, test  
results and digital images (of the 
ears, nose and throat and the eyes) 
on the majority of children in one  
selected Indigenous community. 
This information would then  
be stored and made available  
to selected medical specialists 
through a secure online database  
at the Centre for Online Health  
in Brisbane. 

	 With a comprehensive history 
and high quality images, specialists 
are able to assess and monitor 
new cases and recommend best 
clinical management. This will 
lead to improved care, cost  
efficiencies and better results for 
children at risk of chronic diseases 
which impact on hearing and vision.

	 Research has shown that up 
to 90 per cent of children in some 
communities have evidence of ear 
disease and many are at risk of 
chronic health conditions which can 
cause vision impairment. Indigenous 
children generally have up to six ear 
infections in the first 12 months of life.
 
	 “With ear health a real concern 
in Indigenous communities, quarterly 
visits by an Ear, Nose and Throat 
surgeon were overwhelmingly 
welcomed. In one trip a specialist 
saw 200 patients over two days — 
many of whom could have been 
effectively pre-screened and 
diagnosed earlier if a routine  
(online) health screening service 
was available,” said Karenlee  
Spillane, CEO of the Royal  
Children’s Hospital Foundation.

“We came to the Telstra Foundation 
for assistance — to provide evidence 
that this is an effective approach 
for treating Indigenous children. 
The Foundation responded by  
providing generous funding of 
$169,000 over three years toward 
the specialist medical equipment 
required to fit out the mobile unit 
used for screenings. The funding 
is also providing valuable support 
for the following two years of the 
research project.” 

	 The project has teamed up with 
another clinical program, Deadly 
Ears, operated by Queensland 
Health for Indigenous communities. 
The programs are now working 
collaboratively for the benefit of 
Indigenous communities in regional 
and remote Queensland.

	 “An important part of the research 
project will involve the development 
of a secure online database which 
will contain multi-media and be used 
as a management tool for diagnosis, 
coordination of treatment and  
post-operative review.”

	 “To better target our program, we 
are also training local Indigenous 
health workers who will conduct  
the routine screenings and be  
responsible for uploading information 
to the database. These teams will 
travel with the health screening 
vehicle and work closely with the 
local communities.”

	 “We are very excited about this 
project,” Karenlee said.

	 “It’s wonderful to be able to make 
a difference in the lives of these kids. 
And while it’s an ambitious project, 
if it proves successful, the program 
could easily be rolled out to other 
Indigenous communities.” 

	 “In the long term we hope it will 
become an ongoing health initiative 
that will benefit many children in 
outlying communities,” she said.

For more information go to 
www.workingwonders.com.au.

Numeracy ‘to go’:  
Improving numeracy with 
mobile phones as electronic  
learning objects

Evaluation of a novel  
health screening service  
for children in a remote  
Indigenous community
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Indigenous  
Community Development
First year of funding
Burringurrah Community  
Aboriginal Corporation
Breaking the Cycle: expanding 
training and educational  
opportunities from kindergarten  
to post secondary education in  
the purpose built Burringurrah  
Education and Training Centre 
WA, Rural/Regional $35,000
Croc Festival Foundation 
Connecting with new media and 
the web — assisting Year 6 & 7 
students in the Aurukun community 
to re-engage with school by 
delivering a multimedia skills 
program and travelling to the 
Thursday Island Croc Festival
QLD, Rural / Regional $325,000
Institute of Indigenous 
Education Leadership, QUT
Stronger, Smarter Realities  
— leadership program for 240 
school principals across Australia 
to build a critical mass of leaders 
and advocates in Indigenous 
Education and improve outcomes 
for Indigenous kids 
QLD, National $410,000 
PACT Youth Theatre
StepUp: a performance skills and 
mentoring program to support the 
development of at-risk youth and 
emerging Koori Artists in Redfern.
NSW, Metropolitan $10,000 
Queensland Folk Federation
Dreaming Festival Youth Program 
— bringing together Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous young people 
with an interest in arts and culture 
from across Australia and beyond 
to connect, share, learn and celebrate 
culture together 
QLD, National $75,000
RMIT University
Research project: Indigenous Cultural 
Festivals — Evaluating the impact on 
community health and well-being
VIC, National $80,000

Royal Children’s  
Hospital Foundation
Pilot a tele-paediatric mobile health 
screening service to selected Central 
Queensland Indigenous communities
QLD, Rural/Regional $105,000 
Unity of First People Australia
Expand the diabetes prevention 
and management program for 
children and young people living 
in remote communities of Western 
Australia with the establishment of 
a mobile diabetes care team
WA, Rural/Regional $50,000
University of South Australia,  
in partnership with Waralungku 
Arts Centre
Building a socially sustainable 
future for Indigenous youth living 
in Borroloola 
SA, Rural/Regional $43,500 
Wathaurong  
Aboriginal Co-operative
Nutrition booklet for Koori parents 
with children under five
VIC, Statewide $16,000 
Yothu Yindi Aboriginal Foundation
Yuta Yolngu project — the youth 
project of the Garma festival will 
train and resource 50 young 
Indigenous people to record, edit 
and archive their own ceremony, 
dance and music traditions
NT, $80,000

Second year of funding
Aboriginal Child, Family and 
Community Care State Secretariat
An action research project to design 
and test best practice models of 
Indigenous kinship care
NSW, Statewide $60,000
Australian Red Cross Society  
— Queensland in partnership  
with the Townsville Thuringowa 
Regional Indigenous Men’s 
Association 
Boys to Men Project  
— mentoring positive role modelling 
and cultural programs for Indigenous 
male youth in Far North Queensland
QLD, Rural/Regional $46,500 
Bachelor Institute of Indigenous  
Tertiary Education 
Talking Pictures — investigating 
and capturing remote Indigenous 

perspectives on young  
children’s play 
NT, Rural/Regional $20,000 
Cape York Aboriginal  
Charitable Trust
Traditional Knowledge for 
Indigenous Youths in Schools (TK-4-IY) 
— involving Indigenous students 
in school-based technology; 
and creation of a resource 
for all Australians 
QLD, Rural/Regional $40,000
Institute for Leadership in 
Indigenous Education and 
Development , Queensland 
University of Technology (QUT)
Stronger, Smarter Indigenous kids 
— national speaking seminars 
and learning forums on changing 
the educational paradigm for 
Indigenous children
QLD, National $65,000 
Larrakia Nation 
Aboriginal Corporation
The Families and Communities 
Supporting Children to School Project
NT, Rural/Regional $40,000
Lumbu Indigenous Community 
Foundation in partnership with  
One Tribe Incorporation
One Tribe Youth Club 
— establishing a diversionary youth 
club involving sport, recreation 
and education activities
QLD, Rural/Regional $18,111 
Nintiringanyi Cultural  
Training Centre
Indigenous youth pathways  
— transition program for Indigenous 
young people moving from school 
to further training and employment 
in Hope Valley and Napranum
QLD, Rural/Regional $20,000
Opening the Doors Foundation
Piloting a mentoring program for 
high school Indigenous students  
in rural Victoria
VIC, Rural/Regional $20,000 
Reconciliation Australia
2007 National Reconciliation 
Convention — develop and implement 
an Indigenous youth participation 
strategy 
ACT, National $60,000

Sunrise Health Service Aboriginal 
Corporation, in partnership with  
The Fred Hollows Foundation
Making Moves — community-based 
physical and recreational activity 
programs incorporating food  
and nutrition strategies in the  
Katherine East region
WA, Rural/Regional $40,000
Tangentyere Council
Ayeye — a multi-media social history 
project for use in the town camps 
in Alice Springs 
NT, Rural/Regional $40,000
Wunan Foundation 
Job Pathways Initiative — helping 
Indigenous youth access employment 
opportunities in the East Kimberley 
and surrounding areas
WA, Rural/Regional $35,000 
Yothu Yindi Aboriginal Foundation 
Keeping Our Culture Garmawuy 
— Yolngu children and young 
people performing arts program  
of the Garma Festival
NT, Rural/Regional $30,000

Third year of funding
The Scout Association of Australia, 
Queensland Branch,  
in partnership with Indigenous 
community groups
Community Activities Program 
through Education (CAPE)  
— support of community-based 
officers to develop sustainable, 
multi-agency youth activity 
platforms on Indigenous  
Cape York communities
QLD, Rural/Regional $20,000
Victorian Aboriginal  
Child Care Agency
Indigenous Volunteers & Elders 
Program — culturally appropriate 
support, friendship and practical 
assistance to Aboriginal families
VIC, Statewide $35,000

Cyber Safety
Allanah and Madeline Foundation
Cyber Safety Symposium
VIC, Statewide $14,000

Early Childhood 
Development 
First year of funding
Centre for Excellence  
in Child and Family Welfare
Research into Action — three-year 
project to increase access to, and 
implementation of, research by 
practitioners working with  
vulnerable children 
VIC, National $90,000
Curtin University of Technology  
in partnership with Ngala Family  
Resource Centre
Tuned in Parenting (TIP) Program 
— enhancing early parent-child 
relationships 
WA, Statewide $50,000
Deakin University 
Childhood oral health for newly 
arrived refugee and migrant 
communities 
VIC, Statewide $45,000
Post Placement  
Support Service (Vic)
Training/support workshops for 
foster, adoptive and kinship care 
families and development of an 
after hours Help Line manual 
(partnership with Foster Care 
Association of Victoria)
VIC, Statewide $76,000

Second year of funding
Centre for Midwifery and Family 
Health, University of Technology, 
Sydney
Centering Pregnancy — trialling of 
a US developed program to provide 
support, antenatal assessment and 
education for pregnant women in 
small groups 
NSW, Metropolitan $40,000

During the past year  
the Telstra Foundation 
Community Development 
Fund has supported 64 
projects totalling $3,434,800 
under the priority areas  
of Indigenous Community 
Development, Cyber Safety, 
Early Childhood Development, 
Gifted and Talented Children 
and Young People, and 
Childhood Obesity.  
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Down Syndrome Society  
of South Australia
Chatter Challenge — to develop  
a specialist speech and language 
program for children with Down 
Syndrome from birth to six years  
of age 
SA, Metropolitan $35,000
Edith Cowan University
Beginning with Books — the impact 
of family literacy intervention 
programs on the language 
development of young children from 
two low socio-economic communities
WA, Metropolitan $42,000
Giant Steps Sydney
Relationship Development 
Intervention (RDI) program  
— to send two staff members from 
Giant Steps to the USA to train in the 
RDI treatment program for autism 
NSW, $81,000
South West Refuge
Kidzown — development of an 
assessment tool for children entering 
a domestic violence refuge and 
testing of therapeutic interventions
NSW, Metropolitan $45,000
Swinburne University (SU)  
& The Family Mediation Centre
Design and evaluate a family 
cognitive behaviour therapy 
treatment to assist children from 
separated families who have 
witnessed family violence and/or 
experience ongoing high levels 
of parental conflict  
VIC, Metropolitan $20,000
Barnardos Australia in 
partnership with University  
of New South Wales
Pathways to Permanency  
— research project to improve 
services to reunify children in foster 
care with their birth families
NSW, National $50,000
The Benevolent Society
Piloting antenatal care program 
for marginalised and at-risk women 
to improve parent-child interaction
NSW, Metropolitan $48,000

James Cook University and three 
primary schools in the Upper Ross 
Area, Townsville
Let’s Stay Put Campaign 
— pilot a regional community  
and school-based program to 
raise awareness of high student 
mobility and the support needed  
to remain at school
QLD, Rural/Regional $35,000
Mental Health Research Institute
Evaluate a parent group to improve 
the developmental outcomes for 
young children who have parents 
with mental illness 
VIC, Metropolitan $35,000
Murdoch Children’s Research 
Institute (MCRI) in partnership 
with Maternal and Child  
Health Nurses and Victorian 
Parenting Centre
Toddlers Without Tear — extending 
a community-based program to 
deal with challenging behaviours in 
young children. A booster session 
will also be trialled
VIC, National $16,500
The Salvation Army (Queensland) 
Property Trust
Birth to Three Toolkit — educational 
resource for parents and professionals 
to promote child development in 
the first three years of life
QLD, Rural/Regional $35,500
The University of Newcastle,  
Family Action Centre
Community-school based program 
to improve the transition to school 
for children living in caravan parks
NSW, Rural/Regional $40,000

Third year of funding
Mission Australia
An early intervention and  
prevention project which intervenes 
in developmental pathways at 
crucial transitions in early childhood 
to reduce juvenile crime
VIC, Rural/Regional $50,000
Parkerville Children’s Home
Baby FAST — to pilot an early 
intervention program for  
teenage parents 
WA, Statewide $20,000 

Gifted and Talented 
Children and Young People
First year of funding
Music Broadcasting  
Society of Queensland
Kids’ Classics — develop an online 
music program and radio course 
for underachieving gifted and  
talented children
QLD, Metropolitan $14,000

Second year of funding
The University of New England,  
in partnership with Broken Bay 
Diocese, Catholic Schools 
Education Office
Gifted synergy, children and parents 
— a two year intervention program 
focusing on underachieving gifted 
students in Years 3 and 4 from 
disadvantaged backgrounds
NSW, Rural/Regional $30,000
Art Gallery of New South Wales
Da Vinci project — creative arts 
program for disadvantaged gifted 
students NSW, Statewide $24,000
Parenting and Family Support 
Centre, University of Queensland
Developing an evidence based 
parent education program for 
gifted children and their parents
QLD, Metropolitan $50,000

Childhood Obesity
First year of funding
Australian Council on Children 
and the Media (trading as Young 
Media Australia) (YMA)
Through Thick or Thin — develop 
innovative strategies for families 
to reduce young children’s exposure 
to the impact of food advertising
SA, National $51,000
Childhood Obesity Research 
Centre, University of Wollongong 
in partnership with Illawarra 
Children’s Services
Develop an online education 
program for parents of young 
children at risk of becoming 
overweight and or obese
NSW, Rural/Regional $50,000
Meerilinga Young Children’s Services
A community-based pilot to assist 
parents to develop healthy eating 

behaviours in young children and 
prevent difficult eating behaviours
WA, Metropolitan $53,000
National Heart Foundation of 
Australia (Victorian Division)
Develop a sustainability plan to 
enable Out of School Hours Care 
(OSHC) staff across Australia 
continued access to training  
and resources in nutrition and  
physical activity
VIC, National $50,000
Osborne Division  
of General Practice
Healthy Families for Happy Futures 
(HFHF) Phase 2 — a community 
based, behavioural change program 
for overweight children and  
their families 
WA, Rural/Regional $50,000
The Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
Research Foundation
Evaluation of the Fit2play 
behavioural change program  
for reducing childhood obesity
SA, Statewide $20,000

Second year of funding
Child Health Promotion Research 
Unit, Edith Cowan University
Development of a school-based 
intervention to assist parents of young 
children who are overweight or obese 
and are bullied and/or bully others
WA, Metropolitan $22,000
Edith Cowan University
Evaluating resistance exercise 
programs in obese adolescents 
and promoting collaborative links 
between general practitioners  
and exercise physiologists
WA, Metropolitan $50,000
Western Region Health Centre
Fresh Kids — extending this very 
successful model for childhood 
obesity prevention to 28 new 
schools in the western suburbs  
of Melbourne
VIC, Metropolitan $36,000
Australian Greek Welfare Society 
Australian Greeks Against 
Childhood Obesity  
— extending a childhood obesity 
intervention model to Greek 
schools nationally
VIC, National $65,000

The University of Newcastle in 
partnership with the Central Coast 
Allied Health Service
Crunchtime — Confident Healthy 
Active Me program — piloting a 
multidisciplinary group program for 
families with over-weight and/or 
obese children aged 12—13 years 
NSW, Rural/Regional $55,000

Other
Murdoch University
Numeracy to go — Develop an 
alternative method of delivering a 
numeracy education program to 
gifted and talented and Indigenous 
students using interactive mobile  
phone technology
WA, Statewide $40,000
Sisters Inside
The Outsiders Circus  
— a multimedia circus performance 
for young people from high-risk 
families whose mothers are in 
prison or have been in prison
QLD, Metropolitan $30,000

The Telstra Foundation 
really listened to us. 
They came with us, with 
our vision. They saw the 
potential of our project 
and were willing to 
support us in our plans.
Peter Sjoquist, Croc Festival
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Telstra’s  
Kids Fund



Telstra’s Kids Fund is a valuable means by 
which Telstra employees can direct Telstra’s 
philanthropic giving and support their local 
communities across Australia. 
	

Through Telstra’s Kids Fund, Telstra 
employees can nominate a not-for-
profit organisation that their child, 
sibling, niece, nephew, grandchild, 
step-child or foster child is involved 
in. The Kids Fund can provide up 
to $1,200 on the employee’s behalf 
to contribute to a project run by 
the organisation.

	 In the period from its inception to 
July 2007, the Kids Fund has given 
close to $3.9 million in support of  
more than 3,450 local community  
organisations. $926,894 of which 
was distributed to 786 recipients 
during the past financial year. 

	 This year, the Kids Fund welcomed 
Geoff Booth, Group Managing  
Director, Telstra Country Wide,  
as Chair. A Telstra veteran of more 
than 34 years, Geoff brings a wealth 
of knowledge and an understanding 
of the importance of the community 
to the Kids Fund.

	 “It was an honour to be asked  
to join the Telstra’s Kids Fund.  
Supporting the local organisations 
that assist our people to connect  
to their communities is part of 
what Telstra is about,” Geoff said.

	 “Our people work hard, and 
being able to help them help the 
organisations and activities they’re 
involved in outside work, is our way 
of saying thanks.”

	 “Personally, it gives me great  
satisfaction to be able to support  
local community organisations that 
may not necessarily otherwise get 
any type of funding.”

	 “Under Sal Perna’s stewardship for 
the past two years, the Kids Fund has 
become an important and significant 
element of the Telstra Foundation. 
On behalf of the Kids Fund and the 
Foundation, I’d like to thank Sal for all 
his efforts during his time as Chair,” 
Geoff said.
	

	 During the three funding rounds 
held in 2006/07, the Kids Fund  
provided grants across a range of 
project areas including arts and 
culture, community building, disability 
services, education, environment, 
health, social issues, sport and  
recreation, and valuing  
cultural diversity.

	 “The idea is to support local projects 
that enable the active participation 
of kids, whether providing essentials 
like air-conditioning units and shade 
cloths for schools and childcare  
centres, sports equipment for local 
clubs, costumes and props for a 
play or concert, or playground 
equipment for a community  
centre or kindergarten.” 

	 “The range of projects supported is 
remarkable. Some are truly inspiring. 
For example, the purchase of a fibre 
optic sideglow and light source for 
the Sydney Children’s Hospital 
Foundation for play therapists to use 
as a distraction and relaxation for 
children on the cancer ward.” 

	 “Other projects are educational, 
but fun, like the Belmont Community 
Childcare Centre in NSW that has 
added to its nursery garden,  
providing more hiding spaces,  
colour, and non-toxic plants, as well 
as cultivating a vegetable garden. 
This helps kids learn about the food 
chain first-hand,” Geoff said.

Thirty per cent of the Kids Fund’s 
monies contribute to sport and  
recreation projects. Typical projects 
that the Fund has been able to  
support include St. Cecilia’s Primary 
School’s Bicycle Education and Road 
Safety Program, and purchases 
such as cricket kits for Tuart Hill 
Junior Cricket Club.

	 The Kids Fund is all about  
linking with the community and  
understanding that great and  
valuable projects can be achieved 
within the community with the  
contribution of just a small amount  

of money. The Fund is governed by 
a committee of Telstra employees 
from each State who assess their 
own state-based applications and 
visit some of the organisations who 
receive funding. 

	 The Committee ensures that  
the grants reflect the geographic  
diversity and spread of staff 
throughout the organisation. 

	 “I’d like to thank the Telstra’s  
Kids Fund administration team —  
especially the National Coordinator, 
Beverley Rayner — and the  
Committee members, who organise, 
assess and execute hundreds of  
applications each year, ensuring 
due diligence and fairness is given 
to each and every application,”  
Geoff said. 

	 The role of assessing the  
applications became more  
streamlined this year, with the 
adoption of a single grant amount 
of up to $1,200 per application.  
This has enabled the Kids Fund’s  
Committee to spend less time on 
administration and more time  
on spreading the good word. 

	 According to Geoff, the 
ambassadorial role played by the 
Committee is all-important in ensuring 
the relevance of the Kids Fund. 

	 “We want to make sure that all of 
Telstra’s employees are aware of the 
Kids Fund — it is there for their benefit 
after all. Our Committee members do 
a great job of spreading the word 
and each funding round is in high 
demand.”
 
Grants Committee members 
Geoff Booth — Chair
Sal Perna* — Past Chair
Matt Pfahlert, Anna Elliott, Georgia 
Lee, Suzan Rehling, Sean Rennick**
Colin Richardson, Richard Spinks
Vanessa Stanford 

*	� Past Chair Sal Perna left July 2007 
**	� Sean Rennick left November 2006Telstra Foundation Report 2006/07 | Page 15



Arts and Culture
A wide range of creative and 
performing arts programs have 
benefited from a Telstra’s Kids  
Fund grant. An artist in residence 
program, participation at the  
Rock Eisteddfod and a summer 
school program were just some  
of the opportunities the Kids Fund  
supported. Further, grants helped 
purchase percussion instruments,  
a piano and other music instruments, 
as well as a range of arts equipment. 

Apollo Parkways Primary School, VIC
Australian String Academy, NSW
Bacchus Marsh Grammar, VIC
Banksia Park Concert Bands, SA
Banora Point Primary School, NSW
Bayside Child Care Centre, VIC
Bentleigh West Kindergarten, VIC
Bertri Barren Productions, ACT
Bharatalaya Academy, VIC
Brunswick Secondary College, VIC
Camberwell Primary School, VIC
Casey & District Multiple  
Birth Association, VIC
Caulfield South Primary School, VIC
Centenary High School  
P&C Association, QLD
Chittaway Bay Public School, NSW
Currajong After School Care, QLD
Denistone East Public School, NSW
Eden Hill Primary School, WA
Eltham Little Theatre, VIC
Epping Playgroup Centre, VIC
Epping West Public School  
P&C Association, NSW
Ferny Grove State School  
P&C Association, QLD
Lady Gowrie Childcare Centre, NSW
Macksville Public School, NSW
Maitland Public School  
Dance Troupe, NSW
Nairana Study Centre, NSW
Narellan Vale Public School, NSW
Pimlico SHS Music  
Support Group, QLD
Runcorn State School  
P&C Association, QLD
Semaphore Dominican School, SA
Shepparton East Primary School, VIC
Southern Cross  
Theatre Company, VIC
St Bede’s Catholic College, VIC
St Charles Borromeo  
Templestowe, VIC
St Clement of Rome  
Primary School, VIC
St Kevin’s School Band, NSW
The Duldig Gallery, VIC
The Gold Coast  
Dancers Company, QLD
 
Community Building
As the cornerstone to a successful 
society, communities need to be 
supported and developed. The 
Kids Fund was able to assist in  
providing opportunities for children 
and young people to become  
involved in, and connected to,  

local communities through a range 
of activities such as a community 
service program and awards, an 
international tour for students to 
work with children with disabilities, 
special coaching clinics, and a 
number of personal and social  
development programs. Funds 
also helped support projects such  
as building upgrades and  
improvements to grounds.  

1st Mt Waverley Scout Group, VIC
Beaumaris Primary School, VIC
Berwick Community  
Baptist Church, VIC
Brisbania Before  
and After School Care, NSW
Brownie guides — 2C Toronto, NSW
Castlemaine Secondary College, VIC
Chelmer Graceville  
Kids Activity Group, QLD
Children In Action, WA
Christ Church Ormond Victoria, VIC
Connect Marrickville, NSW
Dawson Park Primary School, WA
Emergency Services Cadets, QLD
Gowanbrae Playgroup, VIC
Gray Court Preschool, VIC
Greenhills Primary School, VIC
Guides NT, NT (2)
Guildford Public School, NSW
Happy Valley Scout Group, SA
Heritage Early  
Childhood Centre, ACT
Hillcrest Primary School, TAS
Inner West Zone  
Ashbury Playgroup, NSW
KU Lillara Park Preschool, NSW
Kurri Kurri Before and  
After School Care, NSW
Leederville Early  
Childhood Centre, WA
Lorien Novalis School, NSW
Maribyrnong River  
Children’s Centre, VIC
Michaelian Oosh, NSW
Moama Junior Cricket Club, NSW
Mount Russell Playgroup, NSW
North Entrance Surf Club, NSW
Oasis Playgroup, WA
Osborne Primary School, VIC
Our Lady Queen of Peace, SA
Our Saviour Lutheran School, SA
Randwick Open Care  
for Kids, NSW
Rowan View Playgroup, VIC
Scouts Association  
of Australia NSW, NSW
Scouts Australia, VIC
Scouts Australia — 1st Croydon 
Hills Scout Group, VIC
Scouts Australia — 2nd Geelong  
Scout Group, VIC
Scouts Australia — 4th Caulfield  
Scout Group, VIC
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, SA
Seaford-Meadows Scout Group, SA
Sherbrooke Multiple Birth  
Association, VIC
Sherwood Neighbourhood  
Centre, QLD

South Melbourne Child Care  
Co-operative, VIC
South Morang Playgroup, VIC
South Pine  
Community Church, QLD
St Josephs Primary School, VIC
St Luke’s Parish School Age  
Child Care, VIC
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, VIC
Wheelers Hill Playgroup, VIC

Disability
A number of worthwhile initiatives 
to assist children and young people 
with disabilities were supported 
throughout the year by Telstra’s 
Kids Fund. Grants helped to fund 
literacy resources, audio-visual 
aides, a speech therapy program, 
and the adaptation of a children’s 
story book into an Australian Sign 
Language DVD with subtitles. 
Projects enabling accessibility and 
participation were also supported, 
such as the purchase of playground 
equipment, funding of intrastate 
tours and building and residential 
facilities upgrades.

Aurora School, VIC
Baulkham Hills High School, NSW
Black Mountain School, ACT
Central Gippsland  
Health Service, VIC
Coburg Special Development 
School, VIC
Diabetes Australia, NSW
Epic Bundroora, VIC
Focus on Children within  
the Autism Spectrum, WA
Hawkesbury Early Childhood  
Intervention Service, NSW
Holy Spirit Primary School, VIC
Leveda, SA
Lions Club — Swan Hill, VIC
Macarthur District Temporary  
Family Care, NSW
Mount Evelyn SDS, VIC
Noah’s Ark Centre  
of Shoalhaven, NSW
Norparrin, VIC
St Bernadett’s School, NSW
The King David School, VIC
WA Institute for  
Deaf Education, WA
Winmalee & District Preschool  
Kindergarten, NSW

Education
Telstra’s Kids Fund made a  
significant contribution to the ever-
important education category, with 
more than 40 per cent of grants  
directed to this key area. Grants 
helped to purchase items such as a 
light table, chess sets, interactive 
white boards, syllabus-related  
software and licenses for students, 
TV/DVD headsets, education  
software and resources, literacy  
resources, safety and first-aid 
equipment and audio-visual 

equipment. Grants also helped to 
fund projects such as updating  
a children’s book collection and  
providing reference books for  
parents and staff, science and 
technology projects, parenting  
support programs, playground  
and building upgrades, and  
programs for children with  
special needs.

46th Brisbane Boys Brigade, QLD
Adamstown Public School, NSW
Alexandra Avenue  
Children’s Centre, VIC
All Saints Greek Orthodox  
Grammar School, NSW
Ashdale Primary School  
P&C Association, WA
Aspendale Primary School, VIC (2)
Association for the Preschool  
Education for Deaf Children, QLD
Avondale Heights Preschool, VIC
Avondale Primary School, VIC
Ballarat High School, VIC
Ballarat North Primary School, VIC (2)
Balmain Children’s Centre, NSW
Balwyn North Primary School, VIC
Banyule Primary School, VIC
Bathurst Public School, NSW
Batman Park  
Kindergarten Association, VIC
Beaumont Road  
Primary School, NSW
Beecroft Primary School, NSW
Bellevue Park State School, QLD
Belmont Community  
Child Care Centre, NSW
Belura Hill Preschool, VIC
Bendigo Special  
Development School, VIC
Berowra Public School, NSW
Bicheno Primary School, TAS
Biggera Waters State School, QLD
Billabong Child Care Centre, WA
Bimbadeen Heights  
Primary School, VIC
Biz-Kids, VIC
Blake Street Kindergarten, VIC
Bossley Park High School, NSW
Box Hill High School, VIC
Brandon Park  
Children’s Centre, VIC
Brentwood Park  
Primary School, VIC
Briar Hill Primary School, VIC
Brighton Beach  
Primary School, VIC
Brighton Primary School, TAS
Buln Buln Primary School, VIC
Bundaberg Community  
Kindergarten, QLD
Bundoora Preschool, VIC
Burch Memorial Preschool, VIC (3)
Burraneer Bay Public School, NSW
Busby West Public School, NSW
Cabra Dominican College, SA
Cambridge Primary School, TAS
Camelot Child-care Centre, QLD
Campbell Preschool  
Parents Association, ACT
Campbelltown Community  

Preschool, NSW
Canarvon School of Air, WA
Canterbury Community  
Childcare Centre, NSW
Canungra Guides  
Support Group, QLD
Carenne Public School, NSW
Carina Kindergarten &  
Preschool Association, QLD
Carlingford West Public School  
P&C Association, NSW
Children Services  
Wollongong Unicentre, NSW
Christian Schools Tasmania, TAS
Christopher Robin  
Preschool Committee, VIC
Clyde Street Kindergarten, VIC
Collaroy Surf Club, NSW
Coorparoo State School, QLD
Coronation Preschool, VIC
Covenant Christian School, NSW
Cranbrook State School  
P&C Association, QLD
Crèche and Kindergarten  
Association of Queensland, QLD
Crossmaglen Public School, NSW
Croydon Park Public School, NSW
Dandenong Ranges  
Steiner School, VIC
Darul Ulum College of Victoria, VIC
Dawson Street Child Care  
Co-operative, VIC
DEM School Kids Care, NSW
Denzil Don Kindergarten, VIC
Diamond Creek East  
Preschool, VIC (2)
Dimbulah State School, QLD
Dingley Kindergarten Centre, VIC
Direk Schools, SA
Doveton Uniting Childcare  
and Kindergarten, VIC
Dromama Primary School, VIC
Dundas Public School, NSW
East Bentleigh  
Child Care Centre, VIC
East Hills Girls Technology  
High School, NSW
East Lismore Community  
Preschool, NSW
Eatons Hill Community  
Kindergarten, QLD
Eatons Hill State School, QLD
Eltham North Primary School, VIC
Epping Primary School, VIC
Evatt Preschool  
P&C Association, ACT
Ferny Grove State School  
P&C Association, QLD (3)
Firbank Grammar School, VIC
Forest Lake College, QLD
Frankston High School, VIC
Freeman Catholic College, NSW
Gawler High School, SA
Germain Street Kindergarten, VIC
Glenferrie Early  
Childhood Centre, VIC
Gowrie Primary School, ACT
Grace Park Preschool, VIC
Greenacre Baptist Christian  
Community School, NSW
Greyward Children’s Centre, SA
Guides Queensland, QLD

Telstra’s  
Kids Fund 
Listing



Guthrie Child Care Centre, NSW
Halls Head Primary School, WA
Hampton Senior High School, WA
Harrington Park PS, NSW
Helena Valley Primary School, WA
Highmount Preschool, VIC
Holsworthy Child Care Centre, NSW
Holsworthy Public School, NSW
Holy Family Catholic  
Primary School, NSW
Holy Family Primary School, NSW
Holy Name Primary School, VIC
Holy Spirit Primary School, VIC
Hughesdale Primary School, VIC
Hurstville Grove  
Infants School, NSW
Indo-Aust Bal Bharati  
Vidyalaya - Hindi School, NSW
Invermay Primary School, VIC
Ipswich Grammar School, QLD
Irymple Kindergarten, VIC
Isabella Plains Preschool, ACT
Jack & Jill Preschool Lithgow, NSW
James Cook University Student  
Association Child Care Centre, QLD
Jewells Out Of  
School Hours Care, NSW
Jindera Preschool, NSW
Karobran Kindergarten, VIC
Keilor Village Preschool, VIC (2)
Kelvin Grove Community  
Early Childhood Centre, QLD
Kennington Preschool  
Association, VIC
Kew East Primary School, VIC
Kew Toy Library, VIC
Kilsyth Primary School, VIC
Kinross Police Rangers, WA
Klemzig Kindergarten, SA
Kookaburra Kids Playgroup, QLD
Krasnolvdki Polish Playgroup, VIC
KU Gwynneville Preschool, NSW
KU Phillip Park  
Children’s Centre, NSW
KU Wombarra Preschool, NSW
Kurilpa, QLD
Kurri Kurri District  
Preschool Kindergarten, NSW
Laburnum Primary School, VIC
Lady Gowrie Campbell Street  
Child Centre, TAS
Lake Munmorah  
Public School, NSW
Lalor Park Primary School  
Playgroup, VIC
Lara Kindergarten, VIC
Le Fevre Peninsula  
Primary School, SA
Learning Links, NSW
Legana Playgroup, TAS
Lerderderg Children’s Centre, VIC
Lesmurdie Primary School, WA
Lorne Kindergarten, VIC
Lower Templestowe Preschool, VIC
Malak Family Centre, NT
Maleny State School, QLD
Malvern Community  
Child Care, VIC
Manly Vale Public School, NSW
Maramba Kindergarten, VIC
Martin Street Community  
Child Care, QLD

Matraville Soldier Settlement  
Public School, NSW
Mayflower Pre School, NSW
Melbourne Community  
Toy Library, VIC
Melbourne Community  
Toy Library, TAS
Melbourne Montessori  
School, VIC (2)
Meruka Childcare Centre, VIC
Miles Franklin Preschool, ACT
Milleara Gardens Preschool, VIC
Minoo Malgoo Kindergarten, WA
Mirboo North Primary School, VIC
Montagu Bay Primary School, TAS
Montessori East, NSW
Montpellier Primary School, VIC
Mosman Public School, NSW
Mount Gravatt Kindergarten  
and Preschool, QLD
Moverly Children’s Centre, NSW
Murrumbeena Children’s  
Centre, VIC
Nara Community  
Child Care Centre, VIC
Narra Valley High School, NSW
Narre Warren Kidz Playgroup, VIC
Nerrena Hall Playgroup, VIC
New Lambton South  
Public School, NSW
North Beach Primary School, WA
North Essendon Pre-School, VIC
North West Brunswick  
Kindergarten, VIC
Oakleigh Occasional Care  
Co-operation, VIC
Ormiston State School, QLD (2)
Our Lady of  
Mt Carmel School, NSW
Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Primary School, VIC
Our Lady Queen of Peace  
Primary School, NSW
Our Ladys Help of Christians  
Primary School, VIC
Paddington Children’s  
Centre, NSW
Pagewood Public School, NSW
Palm Grove  
Pre School Centre, VIC
Park Ridge State School, QLD
Parkmore Preschool, VIC
Pascoe Vale South Uniting Church 
Kindergarten, VIC
Port Noarlunga Primary School, SA
Primbee Public School, NSW
Rainbow Street Public School, NSW
Rangebank Preschool  
Committee, VIC
Red Hill Kindergarten and  
Preschool Association, QLD
Rhonda Davis Preschool, VIC
Richmond Crèche  
& Kindergarten, VIC
Ride Avenue Preschool, VIC
Ripponlea Kindergarten, VIC
Riverside Preschool, NSW
Riverview Child Care, QLD
Rosetta Primary School, TAS
Sacred Heart Primary School, VIC
Saint Eugene School, QLD
Saint Pius School, SA

Sassafras Primary School, VIC
Scoresby Primary School, VIC (2)
Scouts Australia — 1st Ferntree  
Gully Scout Group, VIC
Scouts Australia — 1st Gisborne 
Scouts, VIC
Scouts Australia — Willetton Scout 
Group, WA
Seacliff Primary School, SA
Seaholme Primary School,  
Victoria, VIC
Semaphore Surf  
Life Saving Club, SA
Seymour East Preschool, VIC
Shorncliffe State  
Primary School, QLD
Showgrounds Childcare, VIC
South Bendigo Kindergarten, VIC
South Yarra Primary School, VIC
St Agnes Primary School, NSW
St Aidan’s Anglican  
Girls’ School, QLD
St Alipius Kindergarten, VIC
St Aloysius College, SA
St Andrew’s Catholic School, QLD
St Anne’s Catholic  
Primary School Sunbury, VIC
St Anthony Primary School, VIC
St Anthony’s Parish School, SA
St Anthony’s Primary School  
Lara, VIC
St Bernadette’s Primary School, VIC
St Bernadette’s Primary School, VIC
St Bernadette’s Primary School, VIC
St Brendan’s Kindergarten, VIC (2)
St Charles Primary School, VIC
St Christopher’s Primary School  
Airport West, VIC
St George Christian School, NSW
St Helens Park Kindergarten, SA
St James Park Kindergarten, SA
St John Vianney  
Primary School, VIC
St John’s Lutheran  
Community Kindergarten, QLD
St Johns P&F Association, QLD
St Joseph’s College, VIC
St Josephs Primary School, QLD
St Joseph’s Primary School, QLD
St Joseph’s Primary School, VIC
St Joseph’s Primary School, VIC
St Lucy’s School, NSW
St Luke’s School, VIC
St Luke’s School Wantirna, VIC
St Martin’s De Porres School, VIC
St Marys Catholic  
Primary School, VIC
St Marys Primary School, NSW
St Michael’s Primary School, NSW
St Patrick’s Catholic School  
Bundaberg, QLD
St Peter’s Anglican  
Kindergarten, VIC
St Peter’s Early  
Learning Centre, VIC
St Peter’s Primary School, VIC
St Peter’s Primary School, WA
St Simon’s Primary School, VIC
St Theresa’s Primary School, VIC
St Therese’s Primary School, NSW
St Vincent de Paul  
Primary School, ACT

Stanmore Public School, NSW
Star of The Sea College, VIC
Stepping Stones Preschool  
and Kindergarten, QLD
Stones Corner Kindergarten  
and Preschool, QLD
Stonnington Toy Library, VIC
Strathaird Primary School, VIC
Strong Drive Preschool, VIC
Sutherland Dianella Primary 
School, WA
Sydney Boys High School, NSW
Tamara Children’s Centre, NSW
Tatachilla Lutheran College, SA
The Inner West Steiner  
Playgroup, NSW
The Magic Pudding, NSW
Thornbury Kindergarten, VIC (2)
Townsville Children’s Day  
Centre Association, QLD
Traralgon Primary School, VIC
Trevallyn Primary School, TAS
Tucker Road Bentleigh  
Primary School, VIC
Tully Community  
Preschool & Kindergarten, QLD
Tumbulgum Public School, NSW
Unit Support Group 
T.S.Toowoomba, QLD
Walkers Rd Preschool, VIC
Wallerang Primary School, NSW
Warragamba Preschool, NSW
Warrandyte and District  
Preschool, VIC
Warwick State High School, QLD
Watsonia Pre-School  
Association, VIC
Wattle Early  
Childhood Centre, ACT
Wattle Park Primary School, VIC
Waverley Family Day Care, NSW
Wembley Primary School, VIC
Western Suburbs  
Kindergarten, QLD (2)
Westgarth Kindergarten, VIC
Westlawn P&C Association, NSW
Whitfield Community Kindergarten 
Association, QLD
William Parker  
Memorial Kindergarten, VIC
William Stimson  
Public School, NSW (2)
Wilmington Kindergarten, VIC
Wilston Grange Kindergarten  
& Preschool Association, QLD
Wingate Avenue  
Children’s Co-operative, VIC
Winston Hills Preschool, VIC
Woy Woy Public School, NSW
Woy Woy South Public School, NSW
Yarra Primary School, VIC
Yarrambat Primary School, VIC
Yeerongpilly Special Education 
Unit, QLD
Youngtown Primary School, TAS

Environment
With an increased awareness of 
the need to make a positive  
environmental difference within 
our community, Telstra’s Kids Fund 
was able to assist a range of  

initiatives. Grants helped to  
purchase items such as water  
tanks, a worm farm, a greenhouse, 
and to fund projects such as 
drought proofing gardens and  
environmental awareness  
programs.

Ararat Golden Gateway  
Festival, VIC
Brentwood Kindergarten, VIC
Camberwell Primary School, VIC
Chapel Hill Community  
Kindergarten, QLD
Cherrybrook Out of  
School Hours Care, NSW
Cygent Children’s Centre, TAS
Diamond Creek East  
Primary School, VIC
Dorrigo High School, NSW
Early Childhood  
Management Services, VIC
Edward Street Preschool, VIC
Euroka Child Care, NSW
H. E. Kane Memorial  
Kindergarten, VIC
Hamilton Public School, NSW
Homebush Public School  
P&C Association, NSW
Laburnum Primary School, VIC
Maryland Public School, NSW
Montgomery Park  
Children’s Centre, VIC
Moreton Bay Boys College, QLD
Nillo Infants School, NSW
Pera Bore Christian School, NSW
Scouts Australia — 1st Bellingen  
Venturer Unit, VIC
St Agnes Catholic  
Primary School, NSW
St Francis of the Fields  
Primary School, VIC
St Johns Primary School, VIC
St Kilda and Balaclava  
Kindergarten, VIC
St Peter’s Kindergarten, VIC
Summer Hill Children’s  
Community Centre, NSW
Teesdale Primary, VIC
Williamstown Primary School, VIC

Health
Telstra’s Kids Fund is pleased to 
have been able to support a raft 
of programs to better improve the 
health and wellbeing of children 
and young people. Funds helped  
to purchase items such as an optic  
fibre light for a hospital, drinking 
fountains, school education visits 
for children with special needs, 
new baby cots, playground  
equipment, medical resources, 
shade structures, air-conditioning 
and safety equipment. Funds also 
helped to finance projects such  
as parenting support programs,  
seminars on education, nutrition 
and health for parents, and  
programs for children with  
special needs.



Allandale Kindergarten, VIC
Arthritis Victoria, VIC
Ashwood Memorial  
Kindergarten, VIC
Australian Breastfeeding  
Association, VIC
Ballarat Academy of Soccer, VIC
Beaconhills College, VIC
Bellingen Preschool, NSW
Black Forest Primary School, SA
Boroondara Preschool, VIC
Brandon Park Preschool  
Association, VIC
Brighton Primary School, SA
Camp Quality, WA
Campbell St Primary School, TAS
Croydon Junior Football Club, VIC
Duffy’s Occasional  
Child Care Centre, NSW
Epping West Public School, NSW
Ferny Grove State School  
P&C Association, QLD
Fulham Park Kindergarten, SA
Gooseberry Hill Primary School, WA
Hallett Cove Child Care Centre, SA
Holy Trinity Catholic  
Primary School, VIC
Hurstville Preschool and  
Occasional Care Centre, NSW
Juvenile Diabetes  
Research Foundation, NSW
K.U. Mayfield Preschool, NSW
Kendall Touch Football, NSW
Kew Occasional Care, VIC
Kingsville Primary School, VIC
Kinngsbury Primary School, VIC
Kyogle Preschool, NSW
Lindisfarne Primary School, TAS
McEwan Drive Preschool, VIC
Memorial Park  
Community Preschool and  
Kindergarten Association, QLD
Mentone Girls  
Grammar School, VIC
Mildura Basketball  
Association, VIC
Palmyra P&C Association, WA
Quakers Hill Netball Club, NSW
Rainbow Street  
Child Care Centre, NSW
Royal Children’s Hospital  
Neonatal Unit, VIC
S.H.A.R.E, NSW
Southern River Hockey Club, WA
Springwood Soccer and  
Sports Club, NSW
St Andrews Catholic Primary 
School, QLD
St Andrew’s Kindergarten, VIC
St Augustine’s Primary School, VIC
St Clement of Rome  
Primary School, VIC
St Columba’s Primary  
School Adamstown, NSW
St John’s Child Care Centre, NSW
St Mark’s Primary School  
Drummoyne, NSW
St Mary’s Primary School  
Clarkes Hill, VIC
St Mary’s Primary School  
Concord, NSW
St Patrick’s Primary School, VIC
Stuart Park Child Care Centre, NT
Sydney Children’s Hospital  
Foundation, NSW
Telethon Institute for  
Child Health Research, WA
The University of Melbourne — 
Queensberry Children’s Centre, VIC
The Community  
Child Care Centre, SA
Victoria Park Primary School  
P&C Association, WA
Yarrunga Primary School, VIC

Social Issues
Telstra’s Kids Fund was able to  
assist a variety of projects aimed  
at improving children and young 
people’s understanding of the 
world in which they live. Projects 
such as an educational program 
designed to combat bullying,  
trauma counselling resources,  
personal and social development 
programs, parenting support  
programs for children with special 
needs and an intrastate tour were 
all supported. 

Brimbank Christian  
Baptist Church, VIC
Bulleen Templestowe  
Cricket Club, VIC
Cystic Fibrosis Victoria, VIC
Emerald Secondary College, VIC
Epping Playgroup, VIC
Haddon Kindergarten, VIC
Hambledon Public School, NSW
Hedland Toy Library, WA
Kismet Park Primary School, VIC
Macarthur Scout Group, ACT
Neanger Preschool Association, VIC
Northgate State School, QLD
Roslyn Playgroup, VIC
Ross Creek Playgroup, VIC
Settlers Farm School, SA
St John’s Primary School, VIC
Wontaggi Secondary College, VIC

Sport and Recreation
Attracting 30 per cent share of 
funding, a large and variable 
number of sports and recreation 
initiatives were supported by Telstra’s 
Kids Fund. Grants helped to fund 
items such as portable soccer goal 
posts, bikes, scooters, softball 
pitching machines, an equipment 
trolley, camping equipment, and 
sports uniforms. Projects such as 
improving sports ground safety, 
international and interstate tours 
(eg. national championships),  
special coaching clinics, shade 
structures and improvements to 
grounds were all supported.

Mudgee Softball Association, NSW
Police and Community Youth Club  
— South Sydney, NSW
Adelaide High School  
Rowing Club, SA
Adelaide Swords Club, SA
Ashburton Primary School, VIC
Atona City Soccer Club, VIC
Ballarat Football Umpire  
Association, VIC
Ballarat Primary School, VIC
Ballarat Rovers  
Motorcycle Club, VIC
Balmain Little Athletics  
Centre, NSW
Balwyn Blazers  
Basketball Club, VIC
Bellingen Junior Cricket, NSW
Belmont Football Club, NSW
Belnorth Junior Soccer Club, ACT
Benalla 31 Primary School, VIC
Bendigo Braves  
Basketball Club, VIC
Blakehurst Primary  
Public School, NSW
Blue Mountains Baseball  
and Softball Club, NSW
Box Hill Area Toy Libraries, VIC
Brandon Park Softball, VIC
Brighton Primary School, SA
Brisbane State High School  
P&C, QLD
Bulleen Boomers  
Basketball Club, VIC
Bulleen Junior Soccer Club, VIC (2)
Bundoora Callisthenics Club, VIC
Bunyip Pony Club, VIC
Burch Memorial Preschool, VIC
Burwood Uniting Canterbury  
Cricket Club, VIC
Cabra-Vale Diggers Bashers  
Softball Club, NSW
Calivil Football, VIC
Camberwell Primary School, VIC
Camp Quality, VIC
Campbell Street Primary School  
P&F Association, TAS
Camperdown Child Care  
Centre, NSW
Canning Vale Cougars  
Auskick Football Club, WA
Carpenter Rocks  
Progress Association, SA
Carrum Surf Life Saving Club, VIC
Casula Cougars Junior  
Rugby Union Club, NSW
Chadstone Callisthenics Club, VIC
Chelsea Little Athletics Centre, VIC
Chelsea YCW Junior  
Cricket Club, VIC
Christian Schools Tasmania, TAS
Clarence City Council, TAS
Cockatoo Primary School, VIC

Columbia Park  
Child Care Centre, VIC
Condobolin Amateur  
Swimming Club, NSW
Coorparoo Junior AFL Club, QLD
Coreen & Daysdale  
Football Club, NSW
Cormandel Valley  
Primary School, SA
Craigieburn Netball  
Association, VIC
Culcairn Junior Football Club, NSW
Dimboola Hockey Club, VIC
Dobson Kindergarten, VIC
Doncaster Gardens Primary School, 
VIC (2)
Doonside Junior  
Rugby League Club, NSW
Eagles Basketball, VIC
East Ballarat Cricket Club, VIC
East Torrens Payneham  
Lacrosse Club, SA
Elimbah State School, QLD
Eltham Lacrosse Club, VIC
Fairplay Playgroup, VIC
Fassifern Netball Association, QLD
Football Tasmania, TAS
Freeman Sports Club, NSW
Geilston Bay Tennis Club, TAS
Geraldton Rovers  
Junior Soccer Club, WA
Ginninderra West Belconnen  
Junior Cricket Club, ACT
Gisborne Gymnastics Club, VIC
Gladesville Ravens, NSW
Glen Osmond Primary School, SA
Glengarry Junior Football Club, VIC
Gold Coast Gymnastics Club, QLD
Goodwood Primary School, SA
Gordon Football Club, VIC
Gosford Pirates Baseball Club, NSW
Gosnells Junior Cricket Club, WA
Grace Swimming Club, QLD
Gracedale Park Tennis Club, VIC
Gungahlin Minor Rugby League  
Football Club, ACT
Gym Jets South Australia, SA
Hackham West  
Community Centre, SA
Hampton Junior Soccer Club, VIC
Hancocks Hockey Club, QLD
Harlequin Wannerroo  
Hockey Club, WA
Harrington Park  
Primary School, NSW
Hazelbrook Hawks  
Soccer Club, NSW
Heathdale Hornets  
Basketball Club, VIC
Heathmont East  
Primary School, VIC
Helensvale Little Athletics  
Centre, QLD
Hervey Bay  
Touch Association, QLD
Hobsons Bay Yacht Club, VIC
Holy Trinity Cricket Club, VIC
Hughesdale Primary School, VIC
HYATS Basketball, QLD
Ignatius Park College, QLD
Ilfracombe Tae Kwon Do, QLD
Illawong Baseball Club, NSW
Inswim Swimming Club, NSW
Ipswich City Football Club, QLD
Jakana Vigoro Club, TAS
Jumping Jacks  
Trampoline Club, TAS
Keon Park Boxing Youth Club, VIC
Kingston Child Care  
Association, TAS
Lathlain Primary School, WA
Little Warriors  
Filipino Basketball Club, SA
Lloyd Street Primary School, VIC
Lulworth Community  
Association, VIC
Macedon Ranges Furies  
Netball Club, VIC
Macksville Public School, NSW
Macleod P-12 College, VIC
Manly United Football Club, NSW
Mansfield Junior  
Football League, VIC
Margate Primary School  
P&F Association, TAS
Marist College  
Basketball Club, ACT
Maroondah Rugby Club, VIC
Melbourne Ice Hockey Club, VIC
Melbourne Knights  
Junior Soccer Club, VIC

Mernda Magpies  
Basketball Club, VIC
Milperra Colts Junior  
Rugby League Club, NSW
Mitcham Junior  
Primary School, SA
Moe Saints  
Junior Football Club, VIC
Montagu Bay Junior Soccer, TAS
Moorabbin West Cricket Club, VIC
Morley Eagles Tee-Ball, WA
Morwell Youth Club  
Junior Football Club, VIC
Mount Lilydale Basketball Club, VIC
Mulbring Public School, NSW
Mulgowie Junior  
Cricket Club, QLD
Murray Bridge  
Amateur Swimming Club, SA
Murray Bridge  
Little Athletics Centre, SA
Mypolonga Cricket Club, SA
Narellan Rangers  
Soccer Club, NSW
Nelson Bay  
Junior Rugby League, NSW
Newington Public School  
P&C Association, NSW
Newport Power  
Junior Football Club, VIC
Nichols Point Primary School, VIC
Normanhurst Public School  
P&C Association, NSW
North Haven  
Junior Football Club, SA
North Haven Schools, SA
Northeast Zodiac Netball Club, SA
Northmead Primary School, NSW
Nyngan Primary School, NSW
Oakleigh Youth Club  
Football Club, VIC
Oatley RSL Youth Club  
Netball Division, NSW
Our Lady of Christians School, NSW
Our Lady of the Rosary, QLD
Palmwoods Cricket Club, QLD
Palmwoods Western Districts Junior  
Rugby League Football Club, QLD
Pambula Pony Club  
Association, NSW
Panania RSL Netball  
Youth Club, NSW
Para Hills Gymnastics Club, SA
Parkdale Yacht Club, VIC
Parkfield Cricket Club, VIC
Parramatta / Holroyd Goannas  
Junior AFL Club, NSW
Patterson Lakes  
Secondary College, VIC
Picton Swimming Club, NSW
Police and Citizens  
Youth Club Launceston, TAS
Proserpine/Whitsunday  
Junior Rugby League, QLD
Quakers Hill Pirates  
Baseball Club, NSW
Raiders Softball Club, QLD 
Ramsgate RSL Junior Australian 
Football Club, NSW
Rebels Softball Club, QLD
Redan Football  
and Netball Club, WA
Redlands United  
Football Club, QLD
Regency Callisthenics  
College, VIC
River City Hornets  
Basketball Club, QLD
Saints United Tennis Club, SA
Sandringham Junior  
Soccer Club, VIC
Sawtell Surf Life Saving Club, NSW
SBS Child Care Centre, NSW
Scouts Australia — 11th Box Hill  
Scout Troop, VIC
Scouts Australia —  
19th Camberwell Scout Group, VIC
Scouts Australia — 1st Marble Hill  
Scout Group, SA
Scouts Australia — 1st St Andrews  
Scout Group, NSW
Shodokan Aikido Carindale, QLD
Somerton Surf Life Saving Club, SA
South Australian Sports Institute, SA
South Bendigo Tennis Club, VIC
South Gawler Cricket Club, SA
South West Learning  
Community Association, WA
Southern Cross  
Basketball Club, QLD
Springbank Football  

& Netball Club, VIC
St Albans Soccer Club, QLD
St Augustine’s  
P&F Association, NSW
St Cecilia’s Primary School, VIC
St Christophers Junior  
Basketball Club, VIC
St Clare’s Primary School, VIC
St Clement of Rome  
Primary School, VIC (2)
St Francis of Assisi  
Primary School, VIC
St Francis Xavier’s  
Primary School, NSW
St Joesph Cricket Club, VIC
St Johns P&F Association, QLD
St Joseph’s Primary School, QLD
St Joseph’s Primary School, NSW
St Mary’s College, QLD
St Michaels Netball Club, VIC
St Patrick’s College, QLD
St Patrick’s College Gymnastics, VIC
St Patrick’s Primary School, NSW
St Paul’s McKinnon  
Junior Football Club, VIC
Sturt Basketball Club, SA
Sunshine Coast  
Hockey Association, QLD
Surrey Park Lacrosse Club, VIC
Sutherlands Park Soccer Club, WA
Sydneham Starz/Rock Angels  
Netballers, VIC
Sydney Figure Skating Club, NSW
Sylvania Heights Community  
and Youth Club, NSW
Taekwondo Alliance, WA
Tall Timbers Pony Club, NSW
Tea Tree Gully Little Athletics, SA
Templestowe All Saints  
Little Athletics Club, VIC
The Beaudesert and District Horse  
and Pony Club, QLD
Thornbury Kindergarten, VIC
Townsville Karting Club, QLD
Trinity Gardens Primary School, SA
Trinity Junior Cricket Club, NSW
Tuart Hill Junior Cricket Club, WA
Tweed Netball Association, NSW (2)
United Cricket Club, VIC
Urquhart Park Primary School, VIC
USQ Basketball, QLD
Victorian Junior State  
Volleyball team, VIC
Wallan Preschool, VIC
Wallan Primary School, VIC
Wamuran Hockey  
Association, QLD
Wanderers Baseball Club, VIC
Warrandyte Basketball  
Association, VIC
White City Little Athletics  
Centre, TAS
Williamstown Little Athletics  
Centre, VIC
Windang Surf Lifesaving  
Club, NSW
Winston Hills Little Athletics  
Centre, NSW
Woolooware Public School  
P&C Association, NSW
Yarra Junction Cricket Club, VIC
Yarra Valley Hockey Club, VIC
Yarrowitch P&C Association, NSW
Yeronga State School  
P&C Association, QLD

Valuing Cultural Diversity
Recognising and valuing the  
importance of our multicultural 
society, Telstra’s Kids Fund is 
pleased to have been able to  
support worthwhile projects  
that assist children and young  
people from a variety of culturally  
diverse backgrounds. Funds 
helped to purchase items such as 
education software and resources 
and playground equipment. Cultural 
Diversity Days, interstate tours and 
personal and social development 
programs were supported.
 
Eumermmerring Primary School, VIC
Greenhills Primary School, VIC
Malvern Central School, VIC
Milperra Child Care Centre, NSW
Scouts Australia — 1st Bellingen  
Venturer Unit, NSW
Takari Primary School, WA
The MacRobertson Girls’  
High School, VIC



Telstra  
Corporation’s 
Corporate  
Responsibility

From a principled perspective, 
our primary corporate responsibilities 
are to: 
—	� provide good jobs at good wages,
—	 serve the needs of our customers,
—	 �increase shareholder value and 

protect shareholder interests, 
—	 �provide good stewardship of 

the environment — first and 
foremost by conservation (i.e, by 
increasing efficiency in the way 
we use resources), reducing 
operating costs, and minimising 
our environmental footprint, 

—	 �contribute resources — people, 
money, technology, products 
and services — to support the 
communities in which we  
operate and the needs of the 
larger society, 

—	 �advance the national interest by 
strengthening the capacity of 
the nation’s telecommunications 
nerve centre, operated by Telstra, 
and providing the nation a 
foundation for economic growth, 
productivity improvement,  
sustainable prosperity, and  
global competitive advantage. 

Over the past year we have 
undertaken a range of initiatives 
that help us address our corporate 
responsibilities, from the way  
we conduct our business through  
to the partnerships that we have  
established with different sectors of 
the community. A small snapshot 
of these is provided below.

	 Telstra is now a member of  
the London Benchmarking Group 
(LBG) — a global framework  
for assessing the value of a  
corporation’s contribution to the 
community. In Telstra’s first year  
of participating in the LBG process 
we have included only the major 
corporate initiatives. It was found 
that Telstra’s community activities 
provided more than $18.8 million 
benefit to the community through 
these initiatives during 2006/07.

In addition to the Telstra 
Foundation, Telstra’s community 
involvement includes areas  
like community business 
partnerships, disaster relief 
packages, volunteering, 
fundraising activities, and the 
Telstra Assistance Fund, which 
assists grass roots sporting clubs. 

	 We continue to pursue resource 
efficiency opportunities across  
our business, supply chain and  
customer base. In 2007, we  
commissioned a report, Towards  
a High-Bandwidth, Low-Carbon 
Future: Telecommunications- 
based Opportunities to Reduce  
Greenhouse Gas Emissions,  
which outlined the opportunities  
for Telstra and other organisations 
to dramatically reduce energy 
consumption using the scale and 
the scope of Telstra’s Next  
Generation networks. 

	 Telstra continued to improve its 
resource efficiency during 2006/07. 
Our involvement in the Greenfleet 
program resulted in 180,567 trees 
being planted to offset 48,391 tonnes 
CO2 equivalent — a 100 per cent 
increase from last year.

	 Telstra continued to make 
improvements in the areas of office 
recycling, paper consumption and 
renewable energy usage. 

	 We are investing in developing 
the knowledge and skills of our 
people and changing our culture  
so that Telstra becomes a more  
responsive, rewarding and  
customer-centric place to work.  
We are investing $200 million 
over five years in our new  
Telstra Learning Academy, which 
provides education and technical 
development opportunities for our 
field staff and customer support 
people. Our commitment to  
developing the skills and  
knowledge of our people, along 
with new products and services, 
represents an investment in  

Telstra’s capacity to meet the  
increasingly demanding, tailored 
and complex needs of our customers.

	 On 6 October 2006 we switched 
on our Next G™ wireless network 
which has created a paradigm shift 
in relation to the way Australians 
live, work and play across the 
country — and is having a positive 
effect on the lives of many people 
and communities throughout 
Australia. For example, Next G™ has 
allowed the Country Fire Authority 
(CFA) in Victoria to provide more 
responsive services to people in  
need as seen during Victoria’s 
devastating bushfires during  
the 2006/07 summer.

	 Telstra maintains its commitment 
to providing a Disability Equipment 
Program, which enables Australians 
with a disability to access the 
Standard Telephone Service 
or equivalent. 

	 Over 1.5 million Telstra customers 
in Australia benefited from the 
Access for Everyone package every 
month and the total benefit provided 
exceeds $200 million per annum. 
Access for Everyone is a package 
of telecommunications initiatives 
for customers on low incomes and 
includes items such as Telstra  
Pensioner Discount Scheme and 
Telstra Bill Assistance Program.

For more information on Telstra’s 
corporate responsibility initiatives 
please go to www.telstra.com.au/ 
abouttelstra/csr/index.cfm. 

Corporate  
Responsibility  
Matters

At Telstra, our commitment 
to corporate responsibility 
begins with a simple and 
straight-forward commitment 
to principled decision-making, 
in all that we do.
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